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	 150-270	A.D.	 Gallo-Roman	settlement

	 726	 	FiRst	mention	oF	the	name	

antweRp

	 1221	 	antweRp	Receives	town	

pRivileGes

	 1352	 	staRt	oF	the	constRuction	oF	

the	Gothic	cathedRal	oF	ouR	

lady

	 1555-1713	 spanish	eRa

	 1555	 	chRistopheR	plantin	opens	his	

pRintinG	house

	 1561-1565	 	constRuction	oF	the	new	town	

hall

	 1566	 iconoclasm

	 1576	 spanish	FuRy

	 1585	 	Fall	oF	antweRp	and	closuRe	oF	

the	RiveR	scheldt

	 1590-1610	 	antweRp	school:	Rubens,	van	

dyck,	JoRdaens

	 1605	 	abRaham	veRhoeven	published	

the	FiRst	newspapeR	eveR

	 1713-1794	 austRian	antweRp

	 1795-1814	 	annexation	with	FRance	and	

the	'GReat	woRks'

	 1803	 	napoleon	oRdeRs	the	

modeRnisation	oF	the	poRt

	 1815-1830	 dutch	peRiod

	 1830	 independence	oF	belGium

	 1836	 	antweRp	opens	its	FiRst	

Rail	link

	 1872	 the	Red	staR	line	is	Founded

	 1885	 	woRld	expo	i	in	the	Zuid	

distRict	and	inauGuRation	

oF	the	stRaiGhtened	scheldt	

quays

	 1890	 	openinG	oF	the	Royal	museum	

oF	Fine	aRts	antweRp	|	kmska

	 1894	 	woRld	expo	ii	in	the	Zuid	

distRict

	 1920	 	olympic	Games	in	antweRp

	 1923	 aiRpoRt	built	in	deuRne

	 1927-1932	 	constRuction	oF	boeRentoRen,	

the	FiRst	skyscRapeR	in	euRope

	 1930	 	woRld	expo	iii	in	the	kiel	

distRict

	 1977	 Rubens	yeaR

	 1986	 	'antweRp	six'	debut	in	london

	 1993	 	antweRp	cultuRal	capital	oF	

euRope

	 1999		van	dyck	yeaR

	 2001	 	antweRp	Fashion	yeaR	-	

Fashion	2001	landed	Geland

	 2004	 	Rubens	(Re)discoveRed;	

antweRp	is	nominated	woRld	

book	capital	2004	by	unesco

	 2007		 	openinG	oF	the	Rail	tunnel	

FRom	antweRp’s	centRal	

station	to	damplein

	 2011	 	antweRp	euRopean	youth	

capital

	 2013	 	antweRp	euRopean	spoRts	

capital,	woRld	outGames

antWerp in time

i Lost my heart in antWerp   p. 6 - 7 

city oF art   p. 8 - 9

antWerp: LiVing history   p. 12 - 13
The Rubens marathon   (neighbourhood 1) 

trends, Fashion and design in  
one neighBourhood   p. 16 - 17

Follow the fashion guide   (neighbourhood 2) 

the city’s artistic heart   p. 20 - 21
Discover Petit Paris   (neighbourhood 3) 

neW LiFe By the riVer   p. 24 - 25
Swing along on the wave of   (neighbourhood 4) 
innovation in Eilandje

the WhoLe WorLd in one LiVeLy  
neighBourhood   p. 28 - 29 

Shop in the world’s diamond centre  (neighbourhood 5) 

antWerp, a city Which comBines  
Business and pLeasure   p. 30 - 31 

Unique locations in a historical setting 

48 hours in antWerp   p. 34 - 37
2x48 hours of fun in summertime and wintertime 

antWerp in Figures
	486,564  Inhabitants
 168  Nationalities 
 33,579  Full-time students 18+   
 31  Museums
 3  UNESCO world heritage sites
 1,163  Monuments and sights
 52  Rubens paintings on permanent exhibition
 85  Art galleries
 119  Antique shops & art traders
 5,296  Stores
 56  Theatres & concert halls
 780  Cafes
 612  Restaurants
 12   Michelin-starred restaurants or Gault Millau listed restaurants 

with two or more toques 
 6  Chocolate makers
 4  Diamond exchanges
 34   Number of nationalities at Antwerp’s Fashion Academy 

Artesis Hogeschool
	 43,661  Number of sea cruise passengers 
 62,381  Number of river cruise passengers*

*2010 data. All other data 2011.

Red Star Line 
Katelijne De Backer - p 22

Boerentoren 
Luc Tuymans - p 19

Pedestrian tunnel 
Wouters & Hendrix - p 27

The Roosmalen House 
bOb Van Reeth - p 23

Botanical Garden 
Roger Van Damme - p 33

The Saturday market 
Wouters & Hendrix - p 27

The Zoo 
Jan Fabre - p 11The Rubens House 

Diane Von Furstenberg - p 15

Conscienceplein 
Bjorn Tagemose - p 14
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-
Ask an Antwerp local about his city 
and he will pour you a Bolleke beer, 

face beaming, and tell you about 
its majestic Cathedral, about walks 

along the quays and about the city’s 
master painter, Peter Paul Rubens. 

The Antwerp locals are known to be 
very proud of their city, and rightly 

so. For centuries, the port, which 
continues to expand, has contributed 

to a constant influx of the most 
diverse influences. As exotic spices 

landed on the quays, more and more 
intellectuals also set foot in this 

flourishing city, enriching Antwerp 
with their ideas and creations.

i Lost  
my heart  
in antWerp

-
In recent centuries, Antwerp also 
attracted a host of artistic talent. 
Albrecht Dürer, whose paintings, 
etchings and woodcuts are part of 
museum collections worldwide, 
liked living in the city by the 
River Scheldt. So did Mozart, 
who stopped in Antwerp during 
his Grand Tour through Europe 
for a recital on the organ2 of the 
Cathedral	of	Our	Lady1. 

-
In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries 

Antwerp already was a city with an 
international reputation, which extended 

far beyond the city’s borders: it was 
reputed for its flourishing art trade and its 

bustling port, which turned the city into 
an economic	hotspot. During this Golden 
Age Antwerp resembled present-day New 

York: it was a world city.

-
Today Antwerp continues to build on this rich history and positions itself as a modern 
metropolis. Although it always remains respectful of the numerous historic buildings, 
which bear witness to the city’s rich history Antwerp today wants to become a city 
known for its iconic architecture. Examples include the new Palace of Justice, the new 
MAS or the Port Authority building, which has been designed by renowned architect 
Zaha Hadid. The Antwerp Six are living proof of Antwerp’s influence on the fashion 

world, and more generally speaking, on the art 
world, which thrives in Antwerp, especially 
in the Zuid district. All this and more in a 
city where you can still sit down on a park	
bench4 and where you will never feel lost 
in the crowd. Antwerp succeeds in being a 
world-class city without ever forgetting about 
the importance of being a pleasant and above 
all liveable city.

-
No wonder then that a city where so much is moving and shaking has become the ideal habitat for 

world leaders and luminaries. One such enlightened spirit, albeit of a rather despotic inclination, was 
Napoleon, who acquired the	Royal	Palace	'Paleis	op	de	Meir'3 in 1812. There he quietly devised 
military strategies for his war against Britain. Antwerp seems like an easy place to lose your heart 

because another luminary, the Russian czar Peter the Great, felt quite at home in the city, where he 
spent a considerable amount of time learning everything there was to know about shipbuilding.

1

2

3

4
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-
Through the centuries 

Antwerp, as an art	city1, has 
always been at the forefront, 

largely thanks to its large 
port, which turned the city 

into a gigantic economic 
hub after the Middle Ages. 

Ships ferried all sorts 
of exotic spices, foods, 

plants, fabrics and luxury 
products to Antwerp and 

also provided for encounters 
between different cultures. 

Philosophers, scientists 
and artists converged in 

Antwerp turning it into a 
bustling	metropolis where 

art flourished and inspiration 
came from all over the world. 

-
Rubens, whose influence is ubiquitous, is 
no longer among us but generation after 
generation brought new academic talent, which 
continues to propagate his legacy. Artists such 
as Luc Tuymans and Jan Fabre are now the 
ambassadors of contemporary art for Antwerp, 
next to the Antwerp	Six2, who put the city on the 
map as a fashion	destination. There is also the 
bustling pop	scene, as well as several museums 
and cultural centres such as deSingel, a meeting 
place for theatre, dance, architecture3 and 
other disciplines. This crossover and variety of 
arts of the past and present have contributed to 
turning Antwerp into a City of Art, like Berlin, 
Amsterdam and Vienna. 

city  
oF  

art

1

2 31

1
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Dries VAn noten-fashion designer
The name Dries Van noTen has become synonymous wiTh belgian aVanT-
garDe fashion. eVery season again he succeeDs in surprising fashion 
criTics wiTh The mosT enchanTing collecTions. eThnic prinTs, aTypical 
paTTerns anD beauTiful cloThes which are always highly wearable: 
ThaT's whaT The Dries Van noTen sTyle is all abouT. Van noTen’s sTyling 
is eclecTic anD works for Very DifferenT boDies anD women anD men of 
all ages. he Designs Timeless cloThes, which you will loVe To wear for 
years on enD. Van noTen anD his inTernaTional Team work Their magic 
in his heaDquarTers near anTwerp’s marina allowing him To Take The 
occasional sTroll in anTwerp’s eilanDje DisTricT.

 “Antwerp is a very pleasant city to work, it’s very low key. 
It’s better that I stay far away from all the fashion madness, from 
the epicentre of the fashion world and from all the hip parties. 
Antwerp is the ideal city for me: I take the train to Paris to show my 
collections there and my life here in Antwerp is much easier and 
quieter, compared with life in a big city. Life is a bit more anonymous 
in Antwerp and it allows me to look at fashion as an outsider, which 
I find more interesting. I maintain a healthy distance and it gives me 
different perspectives for creating my own work.”

In Antwerp, 
you always feel 

grounded, which is a 
pleasant experience. 

It may not be a 
world city when it 
comes to size, but  

it is very worldly.”

 “It also allows the city to have an impact on you. 
Sometimes consciously, sometimes unconsciously, it's automatic. 
As a fashion designer I reflect what I see and feel to some extent, so 
sometimes I find myself thinking of the Scheldt when designing a 
dress. Antwerp is also no-nonsense. In Paris, sometimes, there is a 
lot of brouhaha about a small detail. Here in Antwerp, things move 
fast and the bla bla factor is less obvious. In Antwerp, you always 
feel grounded, which is a nice experience: it may not be a world 
city when it comes to size, but it is very worldly. You have all the 
advantages of a big city, everything is in close proximity and while 
there is a healthy dose of open-mindedness, the melting pot of 
influences is still manageable.”

 “That is precisely why Antwerp is a good breeding 
ground, where fashion designers are trained, by the fashion 
academy on the one hand, but also because you easily get to know 
interesting people in a small city. You constantly see students of 
the academy gladly working with young photographers, using 
dancers of the Royal Ballet of Flanders as their models, and so 
on. In Paris, the city is so big that nobody ever leaves their own 
quartier. Here, however, the cross-pollination is a fact of life; it is a 
perfect breeding ground for people with a creative streak.” 

“

JAn FAbre-homo universalis  
and artist

 “I travel a lot, but I always enjoy returning 
to Antwerp. There is something masochistic about it: I 
always get treated more harshly here. There is always less 
applause, the audience is always more critical, but it keeps 
you on your toes, you have to remain alert and critical. 
Antwerp locals always know better, and this sets a high 
standard. My relationship with Antwerp is rather like a 
good marriage; sometimes you need a good quarrel.”

 “I also try to give something back to the city, 
by decorating my studio, which the city has leased to me 
for thirty years, with works by artists from all around 
the world. Works of art that have become an integral 
part of the building and which will remain here after 
I have left. Luc Tuymans, for example, has created a 
ceiling mural; Marina Abramović painted a recipe in 
pig’s blood on the kitchen walls. Enrique Marty created 
an intense work in the corridor to the first balcony of the 
theatre ... The building now has a sort of memory. This 
is a place for experimentation by young dancers, actors, 
theatre scholars, philosophers, etc. As a result, they are 
confronted with contemporary art in a totally different 

context than in a museum. They find themselves face to 
face with works of art throughout the building, among 
others in the room where they can take yoga, ballet or 
kendo classes. As a result of all these influences and the 
people who visit us for projects, new energies and ideas 
are created.”

 “I also draw inspiration from the city. The Zoo 
and Schoonselhof are my favourite places. Schoonselhof 
because this type of cemetery is all about the glorification 
of life and the celebration of death, themes which I have 
also dealt with in my work. As a child my father would 
always take me to the Zoo, where I learnt all about the 
theory of physiognomy by spending hours drawing 
insects. My father would let me draw animals, after which 
he would ask me to look for people who resembled these 
animals and vice versa. In a way, this was an important 
part of my training, because the movement of animals and 
people is very important in my theatre work. In my visual 
art I use a lot of insects and other animals. I still regularly 
visit the Zoo and Schoonselhof. A walk around these 
places inspires me.”

Antwerp locals always know better, 
and this sets a high standard. My 
relationship with Antwerp is rather 
like a good marriage; sometimes you 
need a good quarrel.”

“

The much-DiscusseD 
conTemporary arTisT was born 
in anTwerp, has his sTuDio here 

anD sTill liVes here. Visual 
arTisT, TheaTre maker, auThor. 

how abouT a chanDelier 
aDorneD wiTh ThousanDs 

of exoTic beeTles? in fabre's 
sTrange uniVerse, anyThing is 
possible. he experimenTs wiTh 

eVery imaginable arT form anD 
maTerial. There is a superhuman 
beauTy in all ThaT fabre creaTes. 

Time anD Time again, his work 
pushes The bounDaries eVen 

furTher. fabre inTrigues, 
creaTes Tension anD shakes up 

The specTaTors.
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antWerp:  
LiVing  
history

A stRikiNg FeAtuRe oF ANtweRP is how moDeRN 
ARchitectuRe hAs No PRoblems shARiNg the 
PAvemeNt with olD, stAtely FAcADes. iN ANtweRP ARt 
histoRy is Not limiteD to Dull books. it is PARt oF 
the city’s FAbRic, AND oF eveRyDAy liFe. oNe momeNt 
you mAy be wAlkiNg thRough RubeNs’ bARoque 
eRA; two houses DowN you mAy FiND youRselF iN 
the shADow oF the gothic cAtheDRAl oF ouR lADy 
AND just ARouND the coRNeR you will be stRuck by 
the oPuleNt ReNAissANce FAcADe oF the city’s towN 
hAll. iN betweeN All this sPleNDouR; smAlleR AND 
lARgeR chuRches, chAPels AND museums, guilD 
houses AND towN houses cRowD the city's stReets, 
AND you will eveN eNcouNteR the coNtiNeNt's FiRst 
skyscRAPeR, betteR kNowN As the boeReNtoReN. 
histoRy is Alive AND kickiNg iN ANtweRP, it is PARt 
oF eveRy ANtweRP locAl's DNA AND the eviDeNce is 
theRe to be seeN, All ARouND the city. 

-
treasures From the past

You can admire even more treasures 
from the rich history of Antwerp and 

Flanders in the splendid Museum	
Mayer	van	den	Bergh, which 

showcases a collection of art from the 
fourteenth, fifteenth and sixteenth 

centuries. Pieter Bruegel the Elder’s 
Mad Meg is now on display here. 

The Rockox	House4, a seventeenth-
century mansion owned by Rockox 

Nicholas, a patron and friend of 
Rubens, was decorated with paintings 

by Rubens, but also by Jordaens, 
Teniers, Bruegel, Van Dyck and Metsijs. 

Take a walk around the seventeenth-
century courtyard and garden, which 

was reconstructed based on historical 
documents and you will feel as if you've 

stepped into a fairy tale. 

-
ruBens in aBundance
Perhaps Antwerp locals' legendary pride has 
something to do with Rubens. The city prides itself 
on the fact that more than fifty of his paintings are on 
display here, often in the original location for which 
Rubens created his masterpiece. The abundantly 
decorated Baroque facade of St.	Charles	Borromeo’s	
Church2, for example, was designed by the master 
himself. At his request, the painting of ‘Our Lady 
surrounded by saints' still towers above his tomb in 
St.	James’s	Church. Rubens’	House3 in Wapper, 
is perhaps the best proof of the master’s presence 
and the indelible stamp that he left on his city. So 
be prepared for a marathon if you want to see the 
master’s works for yourself.

-
WorLd-Famous antWerp LocaLs
Rubens and Van Dyck are not the only world-famous inhabitants of 
Antwerp. Christopher Plantin and his son-in-law, Jan Moretus were 
probably the first well-known locals. In the sixteenth century, these 
courageous men opened the first book printing house in a building in 
Vrijdagmarkt. Soon their business took off and in time they would go on 
to build an impressive workshop. The printing house and home as well 
as all the family’s possessions were sold to the city in 1876 by Plantin’s 
son-in-law, Edward Moretus. But one year later, the old printing house 
opened its doors as a museum to welcome its first visitors. Since 2005, 
the Museum	Plantin-Moretus/Prints	Room5 has been recognised by 
UNESCO as World	Heritage, the first and only museum on the list.

-
spLendour around the marKet sQuare
The construction of the Cathedral	of	Our	
Lady1 was a long-winded process: over a period 
of 169 years, from 1352 to 1521, generation after 
generation contributed to the construction of 
the city’s most beautiful structure, brick by brick, 
slowly but surely. The result is outstanding: a 
Gothic masterpiece rises up among the medieval 
dwellings, a lacework of stone with a spire that 
extends 123 meters above the city. Inside, the 
church is also an epitome of splendour, adorned 
with some amazing masterpieces. 
In the shadow of the Cathedral of Our Lady lies 
Grote Markt, with its main eye-catcher, the Town	
Hall, which was built in a flamboyant Flemish-
Italian Renaissance style. The building was 
completed in 1564. The interior was refurbished 
on several occasions and even survived a fire, but 
it is still as resplendent as ever. Around Grote 
Markt the various guild	houses show off their 
ornate facades. Sit down in one of the terraces 
around the market square (with a blanket and 
a cup of hot chocolate if necessary) so you can 
quietly admire all this beauty.

ron Wood of the rolling stones	treated	the	guests	at	his	birthday	party	to	a	
line	of	chocolate.	with	a	chocolate	shooter,	which	had	been	specially	designed	
for	the	occasion	by	dominiQue persoone,	you	can	now	catapult	a	mix	of	cocoa,	
ginger	and	mint	up	your	nose	with	a	spoon.	visit	the chocolate Line,	the	shop	
of	this	‘shock-o-latier’	in	the	beautifully	restored	paleis	op	de	meir.

1

2

3

5

4
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 “I grew up in the streets around Conscienceplein. A 
fantastic neighbourhood, which has always had a very artistic 
atmosphere. My mother was Flemish, my father Danish. I 
now live in Antwerp-Zuid but during the holiday months I 
stay in Sweden. The creative Antwerp vibes in combination 
with the Swedish peace and quiet and simplicity provide the 
right balance.” 

 “Antwerp encourages cross-fertilisation between 
art forms. And I like that. Music, movies, fashion: all these 
disciplines are intertwined with each other. Rock groups have 
a sense of styling, the fashion world likes to incorporate rock 
elements, just look at Walter Van Beirendonck. There are no 
limits anymore. My work combines this pure rock ‘n’ roll with 
a clean aesthetic. Of course I encounter many creative soul 
mates here. The amount of artistic talent per square metre in 
Antwerp is simply mind-boggling. We dare to look beyond our 
borders, fly our own course, constantly exchange ideas, dare 

to say what we think and launch ourselves into our projects. 
It is precisely this individuality, which has contributed to 
Antwerp's reputation as a world-class art city.”

 “The Scheldt bend and the quays are 
my favourite place to work. I have already 
worked in some of the most amazing places in the 
world but Antwerp is simply better suited to some 
projects. The harshness of locations such as Linkeroever 
(the Left Bank), the former railway sheds in Antwerpen-
Noord, the waterfront: I just can’t find that anywhere 
else. I recognize that same raw feeling in the work of 
Tuymans or Dries Van Noten.”

 “I will never again skip Antwerp”, Eddie 
Vedder of Pearl Jam once told me after an 
amazing performance at the Lotto Arena. The 
energy in this city is amazingly inspiring for 
an artist.”

Visual arTisT, fashion phoTographer, ViDeo DirecTor: iT’s 
DifficulT To puT anTwerp sweDe bjorn Tagemose in one 
caTegory. no locaTion or iDea is Too challenging for him 
when iT comes To DeVeloping a specTacular mulTimeDia 
projecT for iT. louis VuiTTon, chanel, aDiDas anD nike haVe 
alreaDy useD his TalenT anD he also creaTeD The liVe shows 
of The hiVes, eDiTors anD kane. noT ThaT we are The name-
Dropping kinD buT he has also workeD wiTh The simple 
minDs, ozark henry, julieTTe lewis, Dj TiësTo, macy gray, 
DaViD beckham, sineaD o'connor, anD many more. Tagemose 
TraVels The worlD, buT he has losT his hearT in anTwerp.  

bJorn tAgemose-visual artist The energy in this city 
is amazingly inspiring 

for an artist.”

“ DiAne Von FUrstenberg

There was a Time when you haD To aDDress 
Diane Von fursTenberg as ‘princess Diane Von 
fursTenberg ' buT These Days The iniTials DVf are 
sufficienT among fashionisTas To know ThaT 
you're referring To The worlD famous belgian-
american fashion Designer. her iconic wrap Dress 
is sTill a classic - no wonDer ThaT The 
meTropoliTan museum of arT, 
new york has incluDeD one of 
her Dresses in iTs exhibiTs. 
Von fursTenberg receiVeD 
a lifeTime achieVemenT 
awarD for her grounD-
breaking fashion 
Design anD has also 
been feaTureD in 
fashion TV shows 
such as projecT 
runway anD 
america's nexT 
Top moDel.

  “Antwerp reminds me of my childhood. 
I was born in Brussels, where I also lived for a time, but when 

I was a little girl, I often visited Antwerp for the day with my 
parents. I've always been fascinated by the history that is so 

palpable throughout the city. I also love museums that preserve 
history. My favourite museum undoubtedly is the Rubens 

House. I've been there a hundred times and every time I'm 
in Antwerp, I visit it again. Even after all these years I still 

discover things that surprise me. I just can’t get enough of it, so 
much beauty! The whole city resembles an old painting by the 
Flemish Primitives: everything is very authentic, the colours, 

the people, it all still works.”

 “The presence of the port has contributed to the 
city’s highly international character. It is a trade city, where 

opportunities abound and things are always changing. It is 
impossible to sit still here. That is why I think Antwerp is a 

city full of artists, brimming with creativity. For me, Antwerp 
primarily is a city of hope, where opportunities are there for 

the taking. Just think of the international praise heaped on 
the Fashion Academy. Dries Van Noten, Martin Margiela, Ann 
Demeulemeester, all big names, who launched their careers in 

Antwerp. I was very intimidated when I first met them, but also 
immensely grateful for the way in which they welcomed me to 
their city. Antwerp locals are very hospitable, there is an open, 

relaxed atmosphere which is very inspiring. My own collections 
are often influenced by women, by nature, but sometimes by 

cities and the vibe in these cities.”

-
fashion designer “For me, Antwerp 

primarily is a city of hope, 
where opportunities are 

there for the taking.”
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trends, Fashion 
and design  
in one  
neighBourhood
tRAvelliNg to ANtweRP meANs RetuRNiNg home with A slew 
oF excess bAggAge. the city ceNtRe is simPly teemiNg with 
boutiques, which believe thAt DesigN is A wAy oF liFe, As 
you cAN tell FRom the mANy well-DResseD ANtweRP locAls 
iN the city’s stReets. belgiAN DesigNeRs AND FAmous bRANDs 
FRom AbRoAD hAve All gAtheReD iN A clusteR ARouND 
NAtioNAlestRAAt. this is the PlAce to be FoR FAshioNistAs 
FRom itAly, AmeRicA, chiNA, jAPAN AND beyoND. they choose 
oNe oF the Five FAshioN Routes oR just Follow theiR 
iNtuitioN, FRom boutique to FlAgshiP stoRe. 

-
FoLLoW the Fashion guide
You need to walk around if you want to discover 
Antwerp fashion. Work your way up Nationalestraat 
and the many side streets such as Lombardenvest, 
Kammenstraat, Sint-Andriesstraat and 
Drukkerijstraat. You will be sorely tempted from all 
sides: famous brands are juxtaposed with new and 
vintage fashion talent as well as hip streetwear. Every 
window display is even better and more original than 
the one you just saw. The five fashion routes of the 
Antwerp	Fashion	Map2 are a useful way of finding 
your way around the fashion district, but let yourself 
be guided by your taste and the pop-up stores which 
are not on the map. But remember, speed is of the 
essence here: last season was a century ago.

-
in the Footsteps oF the antWerp siX
Since the 'Antwerp Six' put Antwerp on the	
international	fashion	map nearly 30 years ago, 
Antwerp has become much more interesting 
for fashion fanatics. Dries Van Noten, Ann 
Demeulemeester, Dirk Bikkembergs, Marina Yee, 
Dirk Van Saene and Walter Van Beirendonck7 
showcased amazing collections which stood 
out on runways around the world and were 
appreciated by many fashion fans. In their wake 
other fashion designers, jewellery designers6, 
stylists and photographers travelled to Antwerp. 
And you can really feel it: the fashion	district 
is a melting pot where hipsters and fans of 
expensive designer clothing peaceful mingle, 
launching new fashion trends. Do not worry if 
you are not covered from head to toe in expensive 
designer clothes; here the atmosphere is relaxed 
and anything goes. 

-
a monument to Fashion

Antwerp has a few boutiques that are so beautiful that 
they are actually 'fashion monuments’. Take Dries	Van	
Noten’s	Modepaleis5, for example. The old, traditional 

clothing store was given a complete makeover and turned 
into a trendy fashion store as a backdrop for the stylish 
collections of the designer, Dries Van Noten. But Anna 

Heylen, Walter Van Beirendonck, Ann Demeulemeester4 
and many other famous and lesser-known fashion gods 

have shops in Antwerp, where window	shopping alone is 
worth the experience. Do not merely look at the window 

displays, but look up, because often fashion designers 
have chosen some of Antwerp’s most beautiful historic 

dwellings to showcase their collections. Once again proof 
that the grandeur of monuments from centuries past is 

the perfect backdrop for the trendy Antwerp local.

-
modenatie & momu | Fashion museum 
Another monument at the beginning of 
Nationalestraat, just beyond Modepaleis is 
ModeNatie8. This building was once a hotel and then 
a department store for men's and children's clothing 
called New England. It has since become the epicentre 
of the bustling Antwerp fashion scene. These days 
ModeNatie is home to the Flanders Fashion Institute, 
the Copyright bookshop and the Fashion	Museum1, 
which has become a world-class museum in just a few 
years. The Fashion Department of the Royal Academy 
of Fine Arts is also housed in ModeNatie. Promising 
young talent from all over the world consciously choose 
Antwerp for their fashion education. If you happen to 
be around, then don't forget to attend the high-profile 
fashion show at the end of the academic year in June. 
This is the place where the Lagerfelds of tomorrow 
showcase their skills.

pay	attention	when	watching	sex and the city 2.
while	samantha,	played	by	Kim cattrall,	cruises	through

the	desert	on	a	camel	she	is	wearing	theo	sunglasses,
designed	by	tim Van steenBergen.	this	antwerp	fashion

designer	also	created	the	stunning	outfits	of	the	actors	in
the	film,	‘cantante de tango’	(2010)	and	designed	
the	costumes	for	wagner’s	opera	cycle,	'der ring 

des nibelungen',	which	will	be	performed	in	milan	and
berlin	between	June	2010	and	June	2013.
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sting	loves	this	drink	and	moby	has	also	been	spotted	with	a	mug	in
hand:	"gingerLoVe"3	is	the	special	tea	brewed	by	vegetarian	eatery,

lombardia	in	antwerp.	even	coffee	giant	starbucks	already	showed
interest	in	the	secret	recipe	for	the	amazing	tea	based	on	fruit	and	ginger.	and

during	the	World expo 2010 in	shanghai	lombardia’s	ginger	tea	caused	a	
furore	when	it	was	introduced	in	the	belgian	pavilion.
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The inTernaTionally renowneD figuraTiVe 
arTisT liVes anD works in anTwerp. his 
cinemaTic Vision of realiTy leD To The concepT 
of auThenTic forgery. his painTings someTimes 
resemble Vague memories: fragmenTs of 
loneliness, camouflageD figmenTs of our 
imaginaTion anD fragmenTs of moral insighT. 
Tuymans' work is full of philosophical 
reflecTions. he reinTerpreTs images anD 
conVeys iDeas To his auDience. he neVer 
eschews complex poliTical issues anD Dares 
To confuse his auDience. 

 “My base is still Antwerp, I live and 
work here. I also travel a lot and I like it that 
way: you don’t have to be here all the time; 
sometimes Antwerp is too much like a village -  
a megalomaniac village.”

 “There is a big difference in mentality 
between Antwerp and other cities. Antwerp 
locals are arrogant smart asses. We have a 
typical form of witty humour which people who 
are not from Antwerp cannot always grasp. My 
wife is Venezuelan; she has been living here for six 
years now and for a long time did not appreciate 
this sense of vulgarity. The language, the Antwerp 
dialect and the typical humour establish a clear 
bond between Antwerp locals. Fortunately, they are 
sufficiently commercially-minded to be friendly to 
the tourists, which help them make a living. I think 
tourism softens the hard edges, ensures that we're 
more open to other things.”

kenson is a graphic Designer whose sTreeT arT woulD work 
equally well on The walls of your home as conTemporary arT. 
he absorbs whaT’s going on in The sTreeTs anD reDuces fasT mass 
communicaTion To iTs essence, buT also pokes fun aT The TransienT 
naTure of our consumer socieTy. as an experimenTal graphic 
Designer he is always searching for ways of expressing himself 
Through graphic illusTraTions, mixeD meDia anD concepTual arT.

 “Antwerp is full of old masters such as Rubens, and I like that. 
There is a lot going on, in cultural terms, especially in summertime. 
I check the site of the Summer of Antwerp and go from one event to 
another by bicycle. The first Thursday of the month there is always 
a nocturne, organised by the leading art galleries in Antwerp’s Zuid 
district. This is a great tip: the artwork is amazing but you can also just 
have a drink in a cafe around the Royal Museum of Fine Arts. There is 
also a lot of underground stuff going on, things that are not organised 
by the city such as many small collectives that organise exhibitions 
and parties. The quality is less important, the point is that something 
is happening, something is brewing, without necessarily resulting in a 
masterpiece.”

 “If I have no inspiration or need a breath of fresh air, I hop 
on my bike and I drive to the Scheldt for example. I throw my camera 
on my back and drive around while I take photographs of decrepit walls 
with pieces of torn posters on it. The city definitely has an influence on 
me. Texture is very important in my work. I love going to France and 
stopping in any old village to photograph all those walls, some with 
painted over graffiti, they are simply beautiful. Simple tags painted over 
with the roller sometimes change into amazing shapes. There are many 
of these in Antwerp, because this is an old city, which is made up of many 
different layers.”

LUc tUymAns

Kenson

-
artist

graphic designer  
and artist

 “I do not want to reduce 
art to a region, we live in a globalised 
world. But naturally I incorporate 
elements that I find here in Antwerp 
in my work. The light for example, and 
the luminosity of the greys. I think 
that my paintings would be quite 
different had I lived in LA. 
Antwerp locals typically are proud 
and so they should be: we were 
the first city in Europe to build a 
skyscraper, we have a beautiful 
station, an amazing historical 
background, and we can be proud 
of these things too. Antwerp is a 
biotope for assertiveness, and there 
is something positive about this. This 
city has so many assets; you just have 
to use them in the right way to once 
again become an artistic hub, as was 
the case in Rubens’ days.”

If I have no inspiration or need 
a breath of fresh air, I hop on 

my bike and I drive to the 
Scheldt for example.”

“

 “Naturally I incorporate 
elements that I find here in 
       Antwerp in my work. 

The light for example, and the 
luminosity of the greys. I think 

that my paintings would be 
quite different had I lived in LA.”

-
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the city’s 
artistic heart

it is ReADily APPAReNt thAt ANtweRP hAs built A 
RePutAtioN As AN ARt city iN the PAst: the city 
is PAckeD with exAmPles, FRom the Flemish 
PRimitives to ARchitectuRAl mAsteRPieces. but 
eveN Now ANtweRP Does Not believe iN RestiNg 
oN its lAuRels – the New ZuiD DistRict is home 
to A FlouRishiNg ARt sceNe with iNteRNAtioNAl 
APPeAl AgAiNst the bAckDRoP oF the six 
beAutiFul gAbleD RooFs oF the New PAlAce oF 
justice, ANtweRP’s lAtest lANDmARk: this is the 
home oF cReAtivity, wheRe you NeeD to be DARiNg 
AND Not be AFRAiD to Push bAck bouNDARies. 
cReAtive miNDs gAtheR iN the NumeRous cAFes 
AND ARt gAlleRies ARouND the RoyAl museum 
oF FiNe ARts ANtweRP1 (closeD uNtil 2017) AND 
AloNg the FilleD-iN southeRN Docks, home to 
m hkA2 AND Fomu | Fotomuseum. ZuiD is the 
PlAce to be FoR loveRs oF coNtemPoRARy ARt, 
FRom tuymANs AND FAbRe to uNDeRgRouND 
collectives.

-
the most recent art harVest

There is a lot going on in the shadow 
of those museums, where the greats of 
art history populate the walls. You will 
encounter about twenty art	galleries 

in the streets of Antwerp’s Zuid district. 
De Zwarte Panter is the oldest art gallery 

of Flanders; it opened its doors more 
than forty years ago, on the southern 

outskirts of the historic city centre. At the 
time, opening a gallery in Zuid was not 
an evident choice. Others like Tim Van 

Laere followed promptly, he opened his 
exhibition space opposite the Museum of 

Fine Arts. His gallery now has become a 
place for young contemporary art forms, in 

all their original varieties. The renowned 
Dutch designers, Job Smeets and Nynke 

Tynagel of Studio Job renovated an old 
cigar factory turning it into a chameleon 

space that serves as a gallery, meeting 
place and platform. On the first Thursday 

of the month, the galleries hold a nocturne 
or evening opening, the perfect time for 

some “gallery	hopping” and the ideal 
way to discover the new work of various 

artists in a fun atmosphere.

-
petit paris
Zuid is a vibrant neighbourhood, but it also has a stately feel to it. 
The broad avenues and squares were built during the World Fairs 
in 1885 and 1894 respectively. At the time, Zuid was a prosperous 
neighbourhood, which was often also called Petit Paris. Despite 
the beautiful	architecture, the district became less popular 
over time. The neighbourhood has only been renovated and 
revalued in the last ten years. Luckily the facades were preserved, 
you can even see a few Art Nouveau designs here and there, 
like the striking 'Bootje', a beautiful house of a wealthy ship 
owner who had a boat built onto the bay window of his corner 
house, at the corner of Schildersstraat and Plaatsnijdersstraat. 
The Tropical Institute and the facade of the Steiner School in 
Volkstraat were built in the Art Deco and Art Nouveau styles 

respectively. More relics from 
bygone eras can be found in the 
antique and brocante stores 
along Kloosterstraat, also a 
favourite location for trendy 
new concept stores.

-
the good LiFe

You will never die of thirst or hunger in Zuid, that much 
is certain. It is undoubtedly the district with the highest 

concentration of restaurants, bars and cafés3 in the city and 
with new food	concepts continuously springing up. The 

variety is huge: Belgian fare, cool Scandinavian cuisine with 
fresh fish, Italian delicacies or a touch of French cuisine. 

You will be spoilt for choice here and you can  
even enjoy the splendid views of the Palace of Justice,  

if you head over to Bolivarplaats. 
What’s more, the local restaurants and cafes do not 

limit themselves to refreshing 
thirsty palates and filling empty 

stomachs. Artists from around the 
world are offered a platform at 

the Zuiderpershuis World Cultural 
Centre. The gigs in pubs around 
the Zuid district may be smaller, 

but no less enjoyable. Looking for a 
traditional rock pub or something 

more loungy? A literary café or a 
tapas bar? You won’t need to search 

for long. There is something for 
everyone's taste in the colourful, ever-

changing mix of established values and 
enthusiastic newcomers.

-
catch your Breath in the sQuare
Squares create space in a neighbourhood, space to 
live, to enjoy life, for sunbathing, to catch your breath, 
to watch each other... And Zuid has two very special 
squares. The most popular square is probably the square 
in front of the Museum of Fine Arts Antwerp | KMSKA, 
Leopold	de	Waelplaats. This is the place to see or be 
seen, as you stroll along the water fountain, sit in the 
sun on the steps of the museum or on a terrace of one of 
the many bars and restaurants. There is a larger square 
just a stone’s throw away: the Gedempte Zuiderdokken 
(filled-in Southern docks) bordered by Vlaamsekaai	
and	Waalsekaai respectively. Here too, the many 
restaurants and cafés beckon. Major events are regularly 
organised in this large square. The infamous Sinksenfoor 
(fun fair) occupies the square for six weeks after 
Whitsun. But Cirque du Soleil and the Chinese State 
Circus also like to pitch their tents here.

Franco dragone,	the	founder	and	artistic
director	of	cirque	du	soleil	loves	antwerp.

he	has	travelled	to	antwerp	and	pitched
his	"Grand	chapiteau"	in	the	southern

docks	for	five	of	his	shows:	saltimbanco,
alegría,	quidam,	dralion	and	varekai.	

he	keeps	good	memories	of	the	city.
"Recently	i	was	rehearsing	my	latest	show
for	macao	(china)	in	lint	close	to	antwerp.

i	spent	a	lot	of	time	there	in	the	last	few
months.	the	80	young	artists	whom	i	hired

for	this	spectacle	and	who	came	from	all
over	the	world	spent	fifteen	months	here.

but	they	were	all	unanimous:	
antwerp	will	always	have	a	special	

place	in	their	hearts."

1

2

3
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bob Van reeTh is one of The innoVaTors of flemish archiTecTure. his builDing projecTs 
TranscenD The merely funcTional aspecTs, because he also pays aTTenTion To The significance 
for The whole communiTy. respecTing The conTinuiTy of The area is Very imporTanT To him. 
Van reeTh aTTempTs To reshape a ciTy wiTh The physical realiTy of a builDing, an urban 
elemenT, or eVen jusT The layouT of a public space. he makes changes To TranscenD The purely 
physical anD spaTial Dimensions of The inTerVenTion. he creaTes archiTecTure wiTh a soul. 

 “Town planning and architecture, two important aspects of a city, of which the 
young politicians in Antwerp are very aware. They are also decisive for the city’s lifespan. 
Just look at the new Palace of Justice, at MAS and the development of the Eilandje district. 
In the past there was a division between living and working. In the late 80s the population 
in the Cadix neighbourhood had dwindled to 500, now this neighbourhood is thriving, it’s 
an example of urban development, of which we can be proud. You never know in advance 
how a building or neighbourhood will evolve. Therefore, I make sure that buildings have a 
simple structure, which can be easily adapted to other interpretations. Today's warehouse 
may be converted into a restaurant, or a theatre or a series of lofts tomorrow. The beauty of 
Antwerp is that historic buildings are still used, albeit for a different purpose.”

 “There are two things I love about Antwerp, next to the Antwerp locals themselves. 
The first is our urban footprint. Antwerp is so easy to read: you draw the Scheldt and the 
main boulevards or Leien, and there you have it, that's Antwerp. It’s impossible to get lost 
here. The construction of these Leien has given Antwerp a kind of identity: either you live 
within the Leien, or outside of them.”

 “But the most impressive asset of Antwerp is always the Scheldt. The amount of 
space you have here is fantastic, it is impossible to ruin this. The quays will now be 
rebuilt, and that's a good thing. When I built the Roosmalen House in 1985, all 
the buildings along the quays were dilapidated. Initially I did not realise 
it but the black and white stripes were in fact a maritime reference. 
I also incorporated the water in my design for Zuiderterras. Inside, 
there is always someone who can see the Scheldt, while the other 
person faces the wall. So I reversed this, and now everybody can 
enjoy the water.”

bob VAn reeth
architect and Flemish 
master builder

There are two things 
I love about Antwerp: 

   our urban footprint 
and the River Scheldt.”

“

-

anTwerp-born kaTelijne De backer has been managing The leaDing new york arT fair, 
The armory show, The largesT conTemporary arT fair in The uniTeD sTaTes, for seVeral 
years. before This she workeD aT mTV. now she liVes near brooklyn briDge in new 
york, buT she sTill regularly reTurns To her home porT on The lefT bank To VisiT 
frienDs anD family. 

 “Most New Yorkers know Antwerp, especially the fashion designers. “I've heard 
it's really cool and trendy,” they usually say. When I’m in the city I like to take my friends on 
a tour: breakfast at Le Pain Quotidien (as New Yorkers call it) in Steenhouwersvest. Then 
it’s on to the Old City, the Fashion Museum and the galleries in Zuid. Followed by a beer at 
Hopper and a walk along the quays.”

 “That's what New York and Antwerp have in common: the amazing waterfront. 
In the last twenty years both of these cities have increasingly turned to the water. In the past, 
there used to be piers along the waterfront in New York, but you’d never see anybody there. 
Now a lot of bike paths and parks have been built around the city. The quays in Antwerp never 
were a hotspot either, but now there are more and more good restaurants. The only thing 
I miss is a beautiful park overlooking the river Scheldt. Antwerp is a very pleasant city to live 
in, whereas a city like Brussels, for example, is more of a city for work purposes.”

 “Antwerp is known as the city by the river and certainly merits a title such as City of 
Art. Just look at Antwerp’s efforts as European Cultural Capital in 1993. There is so much art 
in this city: everywhere you look you can see old art, but there is also a lot going on in terms of 
contemporary art. Antwerp has very open views on art, which is a trait that I have cultivated 
in Antwerp. I'm also looking forward to the museum in the Eilandje district about the Red 
Star Line, the shipping company which ferried millions of Europeans from Antwerp to New 
York. Here in Ellis Island it is very touching to see archival footage of people who arrive 
on this big ship and who are then examined by a doctor. I would also like to see this side of 

Antwerp, of people who - like me, 
actually – left everything behind 
for a new future.”

KAteLiJne De bAcKer-art expert and director 
of The Armory Show

“There is so much art
in this city: everywhere 

you look you can see old 
art, but there is also a  

lot going on in terms of
contemporary art.”
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the wiDe, slow-FlowiNg RiveR schelDt is iN FAct the 
cRADle oF ANtweRP AND it is still the city’s liFeliNe. iN 
summeRtime PeoPle tRADitioNAlly hANg ARouND the quAys, 
legs DANgliNg oveR the eDge, with the wAteR beNeAth 
theiR Feet. the quAys ARe A FAvouRite hAuNt oF locAls AND 
touRists Alike. the wAteRFRoNt is A gReAt PlAce to while 
AwAy the time with A view oF the PAssiNg boAts, the cRuise 
shiPs thAt hAve mooReD At the teRmiNAl, the gReeN tRees 
oN the leFt bANk AND the AmAZiNg ARchitectuRAl gems 
AloNg the quAys. ANyoNe stRolliNg NoRthwARDs AloNg the 
schelDt FRom the city ceNtRe will AutomAticAlly eND uP iN 
the eilANDje DistRict. heRe the bRAND-New mAs | museum 
AAN De stRoom Rises uP oveR the houses like A beAcoN oF 
iNNovAtioN (oPeN FRom 17 mAy 2011). 

- 
a WorLd port By night

If you have a few hours during your trip in 
Antwerp, why not take a boat	trip3 along 

the Scheldt? You can choose between a short 
trip along the quays, with a view of Eilandje4 

in the north of the city and further south 
of the hangars and Antwerp’s innovative 

architecture. If you prefer a longer trip, 
then you can explore Antwerp’s port. Find 
out more about the activities of the second 

largest port in Europe while you learn more 
about its millennial history. The port	cruise 

is even more enjoyable at night when the 
industrious port lights up the sky.

-
a WaVe oF innoVation in 
the eiLandJe district
The new wind of change 
in Eilandje also brought 
a marina to the area, with 
moorings for 250 yachts. 
The Felix	warehouse1 
was thoroughly renovated 
to accommodate the 
municipal archives and 
a nice restaurant. One of 
the finest Renaissance 
buildings in Antwerp, 
the Hessenhuis, has 
now been restored to all 
its glory, comprising an 
exhibition space, a café and 
a restaurant. Furthermore, 
the old Red	Star	Line 
buildings will reopen their 
doors as a museum in 2012 
reflecting on the stories of 
the shipping line and its 
passengers who migrated 
to America. The Royal 
Ballet of Flanders has also 
permanently moved to the 
Eilandje district. 
But the change does 
not stop there: cosy 
restaurants, lounge bars, 
swinging pubs and summer 
terraces now also populate 
the district. All within 
walking distance of the city 
centre, overlooking the 
water and the world's sixth 
largest port.

in	2012	the	oLympic FLag	will	be	flying	in	london,	in	2016
in	Rio	de	Janeiro	and	before	this	it	also	travelled	to	athens
(2004),	beijing	(2008)	and	many	other	large	cities.	
but	where	was	the	olympic	flag	raised	for	the	first	time?	
that’s	right,	in	antwerp	on	the	occasion	of	the	1920	olympics.

1

2

3

-
architecturaL gem By the riVer
The architects of the newest tower building in Antwerp, 
the 60-metre high MAS, drew their inspiration from the 
sixteenth-century warehouses, which are so typical of this 
port city. They stacked the ‘museum boxes’ in the form of a 
vertical boulevard. As you walk up, your view of the city will 
continuously change and at your feet you can make out the 
beautiful Museumplein and the wide river. MAS is home to 
a series of diverse collections in the field of ethnography, 
folklore and shipping. MAS thus symbolises a new lease on 
life for Eilandje district.

4

-
the neW north

Another fine example of urban renewal can be 
found in the north of the city, only a five-minute 

walk from Eilandje: Park	Spoor	Noord2. 
What used to be an old and decrepit railway 

marshalling yard has been transformed into a 
beautiful, contemporary landscaped park with 

trees, lawns, playgrounds, a fascinating pool and 
a renovated shelter. In short, there is plenty of 

space for greenery and recreation in this new 
attraction. A stone's throw away you will find 

Extra	City, a new centre for contemporary art, 
which has opened its doors to the public in an 

industrial complex. Both initiatives have helped 
breathe new life into a neighbourhood, which, in 

recent years, was overlooked to some extent. 

neW  
LiFe  
By  
the  
riVer

neW  
LiFe  
By  
the  
riVer
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“

kaTrin wouTers anD karen henDrix boTh 
sTuDieD silVersmiThing aT The royal acaDemy 
of fine arTs in anTwerp. The Two frienDs haVe 
been working TogeTher for oVer 25 years, 
in Their sTuDio in The ciTy cenTre. here They 
creaTe jewellery which exuDes emoTions anD 
conTribuTes someThing To your life. ofTen 
cusTomers will say ThaT iT was loVe aT firsT 
sighT as They sTeppeD inTo The wouTers & 
henDrix sTore. each of Their TraDiTionally 
crafTeD jewels is a gooD inVesTmenT, because 
They creaTe Timeless anD refineD collecTions. 
The epiTome of inDulgence.

“We have lost our hearts to Antwerp.
The city is still small enough to know everyone. 
In Antwerp you can get to the other side of 
the city on foot or by bicycle. Here all the 
designers really influence and stimulate each 
other. I'm addicted to the Saturday Market. 
Graanmarkt is my favourite square in Antwerp. 
It is very pretty and quiet, with nice cafes. 
Then, of course, there is the diamond district. 
On Friday night you can see the Orthodox 
Jewish community near the municipal park 
in their Sabbath finery. All these cultures 
living together make Antwerp an irresistibly 
fascinating city.” - Karen Hendrix - 

“Antwerp is a city where the neighbourhoods 
are continuously changing. A really nice 
neighbourhood is the neighbourhood around 
Sint-Jansplein. With the recently built Park 
Spoor Noord, which is such a fun place to 
go. The renovated Art Deco bathhouse in 
Veldstraat is also an absolute must. And of 
course all the places where you can see the 
Scheldt always have that extra dimension. 
I regularly take the retro wooden escalators 
in the pedestrian tunnel under the river to 
the Left Bank for a Bolleke in a cafe with a 
view of the cathedral. Our environment also 
influences our designs. We visit museums 
and walk through the city. In the past we 
were inspired by the motifs of the Art Deco 
mosaics on the arches of Central Station for 
one of our collections. We try to distinguish 
ourselves from mass production, by doing 
as much as possible ourselves. We work with 
local craftsmen such as diamond dealers 
and engravers. This allows us to maintain 
our individuality and keeps the prices of our 
jewellery affordable.” - Katrin Wouters -

woUters&henDrix-jewellery designers

If I could make a jewel 
that symbolises Antwerp, 
it would be something that 
can be flipped open, with 
hinges. A jewel that can be 
transformed. Something 
dynamic, like the city itself.”

- Katrin Wouters -

nishit pAriKh-diamond trader
nishiT parikh, who hails from inDia, arriVeD in anTwerp  
wiTh his faTher in 1975. parikh learneD all abouT The TraDe  
from his faTher, who workeD in The DiamonD inDusTry,  
while sTuDying aT The anTwerp inTernaTional school anD  
Then in paris. ToDay parikh presiDes oVer The anTwerp worlD 
DiamonD cenTre anD is The ceo of Diarough, which has 
50 employees anD owns DiamonD polishing facTories in  
inDia, ThailanD, boTswana, souTh africa anD canaDa.

 “When people ask me where I’m from, I always answer 
Antwerp. My culture and my background may be Indian, but 
Antwerp is my home. I know every corner of the city, the best 
restaurants where you can eat after 11 p.m. at night. After 35 years  
of living here, I know this city inside out. The best part about 
Antwerp is that people are so open-minded: I’ve been living here  
for all this time and I still do not speak Dutch, but nobody really 
cares. I don’t have a knack for languages, just give me a Sudoku 
instead. I’m really good with numbers.”

 “My American customers love it here. And why shouldn’t 
they: Antwerp has some of the best restaurants in the world and 
everything is within walking distance. There are good business 
hotels, you can visit many interesting museums and you're in the 
heart of Europe. This aspect is invaluable in the diamond business. 
Not only because of the accessibility but also because you can 
trade with almost every time zone in the world, from Tokyo to Los 
Angeles. When you live in Hong Kong and you want to sell a rough 
diamond to an American, you will have no choice but to wake up in 
the middle of the night to do so.”

 “How many cities do you know where you can 
take an evening stroll around the park and have a 
chat with your neighbour? I don’t know a single 

one. I live in a green area, a fifteen-minute drive 
from the city centre, isn’t that amazing? There’s 
something cosy and homely about Antwerp, 
which I really like. At the same time, despite 
Antwerp being a small city, there are stores of all 
the leading brands in London and Paris here too. 
Here you will only find the best, whether it be art, 
fashion, food or anything else. There may be less 
of it, but the quality is all the more impressive."

In Antwerp you 
will only find the 
best, whether it 
be art, fashion, 
food or anything 
else. There may be 
less of it, but the 
quality is all the 
more impressive.”

“

 26  27 



the WhoLe 
WorLd in 
one LiVeLy 
neighBourhood

the NeighbouRhooD ARouND the stAtioN is AlwAys A sPeciAl 
PlAce, iN eveRy city: it mAy be A meetiNg PlAce, but Also 
A vibRANt commeRciAl DistRict. but the NeighbouRhooD 
ARouND ANtweRP’s ceNtRAl stAtioN hAs A Few ADDitioNAl 
Assets. becAuse ARouND the ReceNtly ReFuRbisheD koNiNgiN 
AstRiDPleiN you will FiND ceNtRAl stAtioN, As well As the Zoo, 
the DiAmoND museum AND AquAtoPiA. behiND the stAtioN 
lies the woRlD-FAmous DiAmoND DistRict. AND to the siDe oF 
it, the elegANt De keyseRlei boulevARD coNNects with meiR, 
towARDs the histoRic city ceNtRe. 

-
the LiVeLy neighBourhood around the station
The neighbourhood around Central Station has to be one of the liveliest neighbourhoods of the 
city. Especially now that Central Station and Koningin Astridplein have undergone a welcome 
facelift the neighbourhood once again attracts visitors. 
Dive into the neighbourhood via De Keyserlei, as you exit Central Station through the side 
entrance. Along the boulevard you will discover a mix of convivial terraces, exclusive jewellers, 
shoe stores and several covered shopping arcades. In the side streets, such as Quellinstraat and 
Frankrijklei, you can also shop the collections of internationally renowned fashion designers and 
check out some prestigious interior design stores. Once this was a rather posh neighbourhood, as 
you can see from some of the establishments including stylish restaurants and nostalgic Grand 
Cafés, which are ideal for a quick break and a coffee in grandiose surroundings, next to the Zoo.
Another tip: opposite Central Station, in Van Wesenbekestraat, you will find Antwerp’s China	
Town with a slew of Asian shops and supermarkets. It is easy to recognise, thanks to the colourful 
pagoda	gate3. The restaurants here serve authentic Chinese cuisine and are very popular with 
the Asian population of Antwerp and far beyond.

-
a Zoo Brimming With nostaLgia and neW LiFe
The	Antwerp	Zoo5	is one of the oldest zoos in 
the world and has appealed to the imagination 
of its visitors for over 160 years. No fewer than 

5,000 exotic creatures live here. Some of them 
even reside in beautiful, historic buildings. Visit 

the new hippo enclosure, an elephant palace, the 
arctic Vriesland for the penguins and a landscaped 
enclosure for the bears. The Zoo is an annual must 
for people of all ages from all over the country and 
every time the Zoo welcomes a new-born, its fans 

are quick to visit. 

-
the WorLd diamond centre

Antwerp was already a world diamond centre in the 
fifteenth century. Today 85% of all rough diamonds 
in the world are traded here as well as about half of 

all cut and industrial diamonds. This is done in  
one of the four diamond exchanges. This is  
quite remarkable given that there are only  

29 diamond exchanges worldwide.
The Diamond	Museum, located in a beautiful 
historic building, highlights the history of this 

special district and of diamond jewellery from the 
sixteenth century to the present. Here you will 

also learn more about how diamonds are cut and 
polished and you can also visit one of the temporary 
exhibitions. If you are interested in seeing diamond 

cutters, setters and goldsmiths at work then go 
to the Diamondland2 showroom. And then, of 

course, there are the many diamond jewellers and 
designers, which make the city so interesting. 

the	Japanese	love	luxury	pastries	and	fine	chocolates,
so	a	visit	to	one	of	the	four	deL rey patissiers in Japan	

is	usually	a	real	treat!	but	where	are	del	Rey’s
headquarters?	in	antwerp,	of	course.	since	the	late	1940s

del	Rey's	store	is	a	paradise	for	people	with	a	sweet	tooth.	
today	del	Rey	dispatches	chocolate treats4	all	over

the	world,	which	can	be	easily	ordered	online.

Beelden: Centraal station – diamantmuseum – zoo - Astridplein

-
the raiLWay cathedraL
The eye-catcher in this square has to be the magnificent Central	
Station1 itself, which has been restored to its former splendour after 
years of renovations. The Antwerp locals call Central Station their 
“Railway Cathedral” and Newsweek magazine even called it the fourth most beautiful station in the 
world. Amazingly, this landmark was saved in the nick of time from demolition in 1975. Decades of 
renovation and expansion followed: now the high-speed train travels under the station. Because of 
this, Antwerp is even easier to reach from all corners of the continent.

1

2 3

5

4
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2

41

From	Justin	timberlake,	beyonce,	shakira,
alicia	keys,	lady	Gaga	to	Guns	n	'Roses
and	massive	attack...they	have	all
performed	on	the	stage	of	sportpaLeis	
on	the	outskirts	of	antwerp.	no	wonder
that	the	american	pollstar	magazine
proclaimed	sportpaleis	to	be	the	third
most popular concert hall in the world.

3

1

ANtweRP touRism & coNveNtioN, oR 
Atc, ADvises AND PRoviDes guiDANce 
to comPANies AND oRgANisAtioNs. 
we kNow eveRythiNg theRe is to 
kNow About ANtweRP’s veNues FoR 
meetiNgs, coNFeReNces AND iNceNtives 
AND will be hAPPy to Assist you iN 
youR seARch FoR AN oRigiNAl oR 
theme-oRieNteD AccommoDAtioN.  
we Also like to helP you with 
Activities beFoRe, DuRiNg oR AFteR 
youR coNFeReNce AND will glADly 
Put you iN touch with PRoFessioNAl 
eveNt AgeNcies. whAt’s moRe, we hAve 
A host oF iNFoRmAtive bRochuRes 
AND iNFoRmAtioN About eveRy AsPect 
oF ANtweRP. so tAke A look At ouR 
website, www.ANtweRPeN.be/visit AND 
click thRough to meetiNgs. 

If you are organising a major 
event, then we prefer to refer you 
to Antwerp Expo, Waagnatie or 
the Lotto Arena near Sportpaleis. 
These spacious events halls are 
perfectly equipped for large 
exhibitions and conferences. And 
finally, Antwerp will be opening 
a brand-new convention centre 
in 2015, which can host up to 
2,000 participants. A unique 
property in a prime location: next 
to Central Station.
Antwerp is the city of fashion, 

diamonds and Rubens, situated along the wide River Scheldt. 
Four assets, which conference participants can make the 
most of during workshops, incentives and activities before, 
during or after the congress.

-
uniQue Locations in a historicaL setting
Thanks to its excellent location and strong meeting offer, 
Antwerp is the second largest convention city in Belgium, 
making it the ideal meeting place for all your meetings and 
conferences. Throughout the city you will find unique and 
beautiful locations that are equipped with everything you 
need and specialised companies will do everything to meet 
your every need. What better way to combine business 
with pleasure? 

A meeting with a view of the city2 and the water? Why not! 
Stuurboord, the Barcelona Room, the Felix warehouse3 
and the new MAS | Museum Aan de Stroom, will give you 
a warm welcome. You will experience first-hand that we 
are a city by the river when you book one of our boats for 
a trip around the port1. Our hotels also offer the perfect 
accommodation for meetings with good food, meetings 
and entertainment gathered under one roof. 

Or are you more interested in a meeting in a historic 
setting? Antwerp is teeming with buildings that have a 
history. Not only museums but places where you can enjoy 
the charm of yesteryear, with all the mod cons. How about 
the Town Hall, Elzenveld, the Happaerts House or even 
the Paleis op de Meir? Architectural gems such as the 
Horta complex or the Design Center | De Winkelhaak will 
gladly take care of all your needs.

antWerp,  
a city Which 
comBines 
Business and 
pLeasure
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-
mAnUeL woUters

“Antwerp really is a pioneer when it comes to gastronomy. We 
like the good life, we love good food and there's plenty to choose 
from, especially here in Zuid. I am also a member of the Flemish 
Primitives, a group of world-famous chefs who experiment 
with food and flavours. We focus on food pairing, on combining 
flavours in different ways. For example, we may think that the 
combination of tomato and shrimp is perfectly normal, but 
Professor Lahousse, who thought of the project, for example, feels 
that strawberry and shrimp are perfectly suited for each other.”

“Fortunately, in a city like Antwerp, there is a lot of margin for 
experiments. Obviously you have to educate your audience. Some 
people know nothing about cocktails, but the art is to be able to 

-cocktail shaker

“Antwerp really is a pioneer when it comes to gastronomy.”

 This creaTiVe cosmopoliTan bar TenDer has alreaDy shaken, noT sTirreD 
 cockTails for many Vips. he learneD The Tricks of The TraDe on The luxury 
 cruise ship, queen elisabeTh ii. afTer years of haVing workeD in 
 fashionable resorTs manuel finally enDeD up in The anTwerp zuiD DisTricT. 
 here he runs a successful anD exclusiVe cockTail bar, sips. The name 
 refers To The slow TasTing anD sipping of an excepTional Drink. 
 manuel can prepare any of a ThousanD cockTails in a wink buT always 
 accorDing To The original recipe anD only wiTh premium labels. 

find out what they prefer: what do they like to drink? Do they like sour, 
sweet or bitter? And so on. I do not limit myself to the popular mixes 
such as mojitos and caipirinhas. My cocktail list, for example, includes 
a cocktail with Brussels endives, pomegranate juice and honey. This is a 
bitter cocktail which opens up your stomach during the aperitif. Another 
one is based on Bourbon. We soak pancetta in this bourbon for fourteen 
days, which gives it a salty flavour and then add old vermouth and 
caramel, coriander and shaved   lemons. Of course you cannot only serve 
this type of cocktail or you might as well close your doors. But people 
in Antwerp don’t mind experiments, provided they are well informed. 
It’s no wonder that new food and catering concepts are developed here, 
especially in the Zuid district: Antwerp is a perfect test case for pilot 
projects in the hospitality industry.”

“This city is also a culinary trendsetter. 
New culinary concepts are constantly 

roger VAn DAmme-masterchef and culinary artist

 “As a child I always dreamt of a restaurant 
in Antwerp. I come from Sluis and started my career 
in Noordwijk. Even in Zeeland Flanders Antwerp is 
considered the cultural-culinary capital. Today I call 
myself a Zeeland Antwerp local, and I'm proud of this.”
 
 “There are so many things in this city that 
inspire and energise me. A stroll through the Botanical 
Garden may give me ideas for new herb combinations. 
Hanging over the railing along the quays gives me 
the same amount of energy as one week of vacation. 
I love the atmosphere of Antwerp’s China Town and 
regularly explore the stores in search of new products. 
But the happy faces around the city also energise me.” 
 
 “The culinary offer in Antwerp is 
unparalleled and diverse. All the cuisines of the world 
are represented here in a very qualitative way. We 
have great Japanese restaurants, classic Michelin-star 
restaurants, the best world cuisine, trendy coffee bars, 
original lunch concepts, and even the perfect chip 
shop. There’s something of everything, within easy 
reach and what's more, it's affordable. That is quite 
unique.”
 
 “This city is also a culinary trendsetter. 
People are always testing innovative culinary concepts 
here, the public really likes new experiences. This 
gives us the opportunity to grow and to continue to 
innovate. A new concept which fails here will fail 
anywhere.”
 
 “Food is a total experience and I create taste 
experiences. A beautifully dressed plate is like a highly 
personal artwork. If I draw a line it must not only taste 
right but also have the right relief and the right depth. 
Everything has to be just right. I want my audience to 
understand what I make. Ravioli filled with praliné 
in a soup of passion? If you do not provide a word of 
explanation, then people may lose interest. I think 
that a dish, which tastes and looks right, is pure art.”

eVery Day roger Van Damme creaTes enchanTing Dishes wiTh new flaVours anD 
TexTures. like no oTher he knows how To combine culinary Technology wiTh 
finesse anD complexiTy. gaulT milllau elecTeD The creaTiVe anTwerp chef of heT 
gebaar The "2010 chef of The year". anD he is known in belgium anD beyonD for 
his molecular inVenTiVeness. soon he will be launching his own roger DesserT 
line in japan. roger Van Damme has raiseD his cuisine To The leVel of pure arT in 
2010 for which he was awarDeD a michelin sTar.

tested here. A new 
concept which fails here 
will fail anywhere.”
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day 248 hours  
in antWerp  
in summertime

of Antwerp, where you can sip a glass of 
lemonade on the beach of Sint-Anneke. 
Hang around, enjoy the sun , watch 
the boats sail by and then stop at your 
hotel or bed & breakfast, as you return 
to the city centre through the beautiful 
pedestrian tunnel15, to freshen up.
  

	06.00	p.m.	
Choices, choices... It’s so hard to choose 
from the bars and restaurants in Zuid, 
because there are so many of them and 
wherever you turn you smell grilled 
prawns, garlic and fresh vegetables. 
Enjoy dishes with an exotic touch 
while overlooking the museum of Fine 
Arts Antwerp | KmsKA16. 

	08.00	p.m.	
During the Summer of Antwerp, a 
festival that takes over the entire city 
and which, each year, brings more 
culture to the city, you can attend 
any of the many events scheduled. 
Concerts, street theatre, film, circus 
and much more. Every local likes to end 
the evening with a view of the sunset 
on a terrace17 in Zuid or along the 
waterfront. Good people-watching over 
a cocktail.

day 1
	09.00	a.m.	
You will have to fight for a spot on a 
sunny terrace around Vrijdagmarkt, but 
it's definitely worth eating a delicious 
breakfast bun here in one of the tiny 
cosy eateries. On Friday morning a flea 
market is held in the square, selling bikes 
and old furniture, although we do admit 
that you may have a difficult time to fit 
this into your luggage.  

	10.00	a.m.	 
After your morning coffee, enter the 
museum plantin-moretus/prints room1, 
the museum of the first printer and 
also the only museum worldwide with 
UNESCO World Heritage status. The 

historical sixteenth-century printing 
house has been well-preserved, and 
in the beautiful library you will also 

find a number of unique specimens, 
including a Gutenberg Bible. Don’t forget 
to take a stroll around the picturesque 
courtyard of the museum after all these 
typographic wonders.

Saturday

	02.00	p.m.	
Time to explore the other side of the 
Antwerp Leien. Take tram 8 to Zurenborg 
for a walk down cogels-osylei5, without 
a doubt the most beautiful street 
in Antwerp. Once upon a time, this 
neighbourhood was dilapidated, but 
now the splendour of the fabulous Art 
Nouveau mansions has been beautifully 
restored. As you continue your walk you 
will find yourself in Draakplaats, which 
is cleaved in half by the railway bridge. 
There are some cosy terraces around the 
square where you can stop for a tea or 
coffee break.

	04.00	p.m.	
If you are not ready to head into the 
bustling city centre just yet, then take 
bus 21 to middelheim park6, one of 
the few open-air sculpture museums 
in Europe. Lay down in the grass, 
surrounded by some beautiful statues. 
The park is actually an open-air museum 
with more than 200 sculptures where 
you can catch your breath and read 
a book.

	06.00	p.m.	
Head back into town with bus 17 for 
a walk around the Schipperskwartier 
around Falconplein. The former red light 
district of Antwerp has now been ‘swept 
clean’ as locals say. During the day there 
is a student-like atmosphere, in the 
evening things may become a bit noisier. 

	09.00	a.m.	
rent a bike10 and peddle from your hotel 
to Wapper, near the rubens house11, for 
a luxurious Sunday breakfast with a glass 
of champagne. Digest your breakfast 
as you stroll through Vogelenmarkt12 
and enjoy the typical Sunday market 
atmosphere.

	10.30	a.m.	
After this copious breakfast you will be 
ready to visit the Museum Mayer van 
den Bergh, which houses Fritz Mayer 
van den Bergh’s collection. He single-
handedly collected a whole museum full 
of masterpieces from the Middle Ages to 
the Renaissance. Stained glass windows, 
tapestries, paintings... We now know 
that Fritz had impeccable taste.

	11.30	a.m.	
Hop on your bike and rush to Veldstraat, 
the most beautiful pool in the region, for 
some laps or relax in one of the herbal 
baths, steam baths or the hammam.  

	01.00	p.m.	
You are now near park spoor noord13, 
the perfect spot for a picnic in the sun. 
Did you not pack a picnic basket before 
leaving? No problem, because you can 

Sunday
always pick up a take-away picnic basket 
in Damplein. Also good to know: if you’ve 
just woken up, because you danced the 
night away, they also serve a hangover 
breakfast here, with or without aspirin. 

	02.30	p.m.	
Yesterday you already crossed the Leien 
but there is always something going on 
on the other side of the River Scheldt 
too. The Left Bank, or Linkeroever14 is the 
often forgotten, somewhat nostalgic part 

	10.45	a.m.	
Walk towards the trendy shops in 
Kammenstraat, the place to go in 
Antwerp to shop all the new up-and-
coming brands with a rock‘n’roll attitude. 
Be inspired by the window displays2 and 
enjoy a refreshing smoothie on a terrace 
on the corner of Kammenstraat. 

Antwerp has a reputation to uphold in 
terms of fashion. So you won’t only find 
shops here but also the Fashion museum3 
(MoMu for the in-crowd) with historic 
nineteenth-century costumes and ball 
gowns, but which will also take you on a 
tour of twentieth-century fashion history 
with creations by designers such as Dries 
Van Noten. The Dries Van Noten flagship 
store and the stores of many other 
prominent designers can be found along 
Nationalestraat. 

	12.30	p.m.	
Need a break? Then walk over to the 
lovely botanical garden4 in Leopoldstraat 
without having to leave the city centre. 
It’s like stepping into an exotic paradise 
full of strange greenery, and you can also 
enjoy a delicious lunch here, because 
in the tiny gardener’s cottage next to 
the entrance you will find Het Gebaar, a 
Michelin-starred lunch restaurant. Well 
hidden, but still world famous, because 
this is where Roger Van Damme runs 
the kitchen. He combines the strangest 
flavours into pure indulgence, but don’t 
be surprised if you are served sponge 
cake with a young Gouda sauce.

1
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7

15

13

16

	08.00	p.m.	
You can also enjoy an excellent meal 
nearby, for example in Veemarkt, the 
place to go for classic cuisine, which 
serves Belgian-French cuisine without 
too many frills, but with a lot of flavour. 
Unless you really want to stay in the 
maritime atmosphere... then walk 
over to one of the restaurants along 
the quays where chefs serve seafood, 
in all sizes, colours and weights. Just 
what you need before one last evening 
walk along the quays7, overlooking the 
famous lights of the Scheldt. Need a last 
drink? Then walk past Het Havenmeisje 
in Rijnkaai, one of the sculptures by 
Eugène Van Mieghem towards eilandje8 
where you can take your pick from one 
of the many summer bars.  

	10.00	p.m.	
Dive into Antwerp’s nightlife if you 
want to dance the night away. The 
possibilities are endless, but a few clubs 
that stand out are the alternative clubs, 
Petrol and Scheld'apen on the south 
quays as well as nightclubs9 such as 
Cafe d'Anvers, Red & Blue and Noxx, 
which attract well-known DJs. The locals 
will direct you to the best parties!
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day 2

are also open on Sunday. Then walk 
towards Oude Koornmarkt through 
Vlaeykensgang18. After all the hip artists, 
this alley transports you back in time to 
the Middle Ages. 

	05.00	p.m.	
The perfect time for some sustenance, 
preferably the kind with a lot of sugar 
and cream, like the delicious cakes in the 
window display of the old milk house 
in Oude Koornmarkt. You can also have 
lunch or dinner here but who can resist 
the lure of delicious pastry? Or as the 
owners say: droolworthy.

	06.00	p.m.	
Leave the cosy warmth of the bakery 
behind you and walk over to Eilandje, 
which is waiting to be explored. In 
recent years a lot of good restaurants 

and pubs opened their doors here. Walk 
through the Red Light District to the 
Felix warehouse19, which now houses 
the municipal archives. Cross through 
Binnenstraatje and you will find yourself 
near Willemdok, the oldest dock in 
Antwerp. From here you can see mAs20, 
a stately museum tower, which will open 
on 17 May 2011 from which time you 
will be able to enjoy some breath-taking 
views of the city and its river.

day 1
	09.00	a.m.	
Breakfast always tastes better when you 
do not have to prepare it yourself, for 
example in Wolstraat. Enjoy a croissant 
and a hot chocolate and read your 
newspaper after which you are ready to 
head into the city centre.

	10.00	a.m.	
It's still early; this is the perfect time 
to admire the Baroque splendour of 
st charles borromeo church1 in lovely 
conscienceplein2. One of the amazing 
features of this church is the mechanism 
above the altar, which still functions, 
enabling the deacon to switch around the 
paintings over the altar, an impressive 

spectacle. Once outside, check out the 
fun stores in Wijngaardstraat as you 
walk towards grote markt3.

Saturday

of the flamboyant Rubens House are 
covered with artworks and where 
you can see how the master himself 
lived.

	01.00	p.m.	
All this history will have made you 
hungry. Fortunately, Antwerp’s 
palaces are quite democratic: You 
can look, you can even touch and 
what’s more you can also eat here. 
The traces of the grandeur of the 
past are still evident in the foyer of 
the bourla theatre5, but now you 
can also sit down to a delicious 
lunch here.  

	02.00	p.m.	
In Antwerp old artworks are 
harmoniously juxtaposed with 
trendy stores. wilde Zee6, the area 
around Schuttershofstraat and 
Huidevettersstraat, is the place 
to discover authentic Antwerp 
craftsmanship. Shop in the many 
small stores7 where you can buy a 
pair of designer shoes or a beautiful 
jewel, before warming up in a 
vegetarian eatery.

	05.30	p.m.	
Time for an aperitif, in one of the 
cafes in Mechelseplein, before 
walking over to the scheldt quays8 

for a breath-taking view of the river 
and the Left Bank. If you prefer to 
stay out of the wind, then seek cover 
in Zuiderterras9, which is moored 
along the quay like a ship. bob Van 
reeth’s10 architecture and the menu 
are inspired by the water outside: 
lots of fish, shrimp croquettes and 
other delicious seafood. Wash it all 
down with a beer in one of Antwerp’s 
legendary music cafes11: Hopper is 
a classic, as are Muze and Buster. 
Feel free to follow your intuition, the 
city is full of life and the places you 
discover and explore yourself are 
always the places you will remember 
in a city.

	09.30	a.m.	
If you’re not in the mood to hang 
around the hotel, then why not take a 
relaxing walk near central station12? 
Even if you’re not going anywhere 
on a train, just enter the station and 
admire Antwerp’s railway cathedral. 
The trains are like toys against the 
backdrop of this enormous building, 
which Newsweek named the fourth 
most beautiful station in the world. 
Every Antwerp local is proud of it.

	10.30	a.m.	
Central Station is located in the centre 
of the diamond district, formerly 
run by Jews13, but now mostly run 
by Indians. Every window display is 
sparkling with expensive jewellery, 
but the Diamond museum14 still has 
the finest collection. There’s more to 
this museum than the bling factor: 
the Diamond Museum shows film and 
sound clips, a host of ancient tools for 
diamond cutting and polishing and 
much more. Then head over to the 
station buffet in Central Station and 
admire the gilt decorations as you sip 
your coffee.

Sunday

	12.00	a.m.	
Stroll along De Keyserlei and take tram 
12 to Bolivarplaats. From a distance 
you can already see the distinctive 
wings, or gabled roofs of the brand-
new palace of Justice15 sparkle in the 
sun. Slightly less striking but just 
as impressive is the architecture of 
m hKA16, the museum of contemporary 
art, which lurks behind high white 
walls in the Zuid district. End your visit 
with a pit stop at the M HKAFE on the 
fourth floor for a healthy lunch. With a 
little luck you can enjoy the sun on the 
large roof terrace. 

	01.30	p.m.	
The elite of Antwerp’s artists in recent 
years seem to have converged in 
Zuid. Besides M HKA you will also 
find Fomu17, short for Photo Museum, 
here, as well as a host of art galleries. 
Zuid with its bars and trendy shops is 
considered to be Antwerp’s trendiest 
neighbourhood and therefore is the 
place for spotting famous locals. 

	03.30	p.m.	
Walk past the antiques and design 
shops in Kloosterstraat (keep an eye out 
for design from the fifties and sixties!) 
and you will find yourself in the hip 
part of town, where concept stores are 
springing up like mushrooms. Most 
of the shops in this neighbourhood 

	10.30	a.m.	
If you are interested in finding out more 
about the stately facades of the Guild 
Houses and about Brabo, the young 
man who has been frozen in time as 
he elegantly lobbed the giant’s hand 
into the Scheldt, then walk over to the 
Antwerp Tourism & Convention visitor 
centre. But you can also ask a passer-by 
as you sip a bolleke4 in one of the many 
traditional pubs around the square, 
which are populated by locals and 
politicians from the nearby Town Hall. 

From the traditional pub back to 
architectural grandeur: after a Bolleke 
the Cathedral of Our Lady looks 
even more impressive. Here you will 
come face to face with the great 
masterpieces of Rubens. Walk past 
Groenplaats and Boerentoren and then 
make your way to Meir, a succession 
of large chain stores which have 
set up shop in a series of beautiful 
houses. One of the eye-catchers 
along Meir is the former Royal Palace 
'Paleis op de Meir', the old Rococo 
retreat of our royal family, and before 
that of Napoleon. Now you can buy 
delicious addictively chocolates here. 
For more Rubens walk around the 
corner into Wapper, where the walls 
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We proVide Free adVice aBout:
· the city and its sights
· events, exhibitions and cultural activities
· accommodation 
· group packages and incentives
· conference, meeting and event possibilities 

We are in charge oF ticKeting  
among others For

· the Ruien | vaulted canals
· MAS
· major temporary exhibitions
· the Paleis op de Meir 

you can aLso BooK:
· a professional city guide or museum guide
· a hotel or B&B with us

you WiLL Find a Wide range oF 
inFormation Brochures in our 
Visitor centre:

· general and thematic map of the city
· accommodation guide
· guide brochure
· events calendar
· a range of walking guides and cycling maps
· the Antwerp City Card

Visitor centre
Desk at Grote Markt 13, BE-2000 Antwerp
Desk in Central Station, Kon. Astridplein,  
BE-2018 Antwerp
Phone: +32 3 232 01 03
Fax: +32 3 338 95 91
E-mail: visit@stad.antwerpen.be
www.antwerpen.be/visit
Open:  From Monday until Saturday  

from 9 a.m. until 5.45 p.m.  
on Sundays and public holidays  
from 9 a.m. until 4.45 p.m.

Closed: 1 January and 25 December

AN TWERP EN

DOEL

Antwerpen
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E19 Brussels - ParisA12 Brussels 

E17 Lille - Courtrai - Ghent

E34 Bruges - Coast

A12 Bergen op Zoom

E19 Breda - Amsterdam

E34 Eindhoven

Thalys to Amsterdam

Thalys to Brussels 

P+R

P+R

P+R

E313 Cologne -
Aix-la-Chapelle 
Liège - Hasselt
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ANTWERPEN-CENTRAAL
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ANTWERPEN-DAM
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Antwerp is easy to reach, regardless of where you’re coming 
from. Once arrived, the city is easy to explore by bike, public 
transport and even on foot.

By	plAne
Deurne Airport, with flights to and from the United Kingdom, 
is situated near Antwerp. Brussels Airport and Brussels South 
Charleroi Airport are easy to reach by train.

By	trAin
The international express train Thalys stops in Antwerp 
and connects the city with Amsterdam and Paris. Many 
international and intercity trains also stop in Antwerp. 

By	cAr	
You can easily travel to Antwerp by car via the A12, E17, E19, 
E313 and E34 motorways. 

By	Bus	or	trAm
The buses and trams of public transport company De Lijn will 
quickly take you from one end of the city to the other. Buy a 
ten-journey card at the station or in any newspaper shop. 

By	Bike
Rent a bike while staying in the city.  
All information at www.antwerpen.be/visit. 

-
antWerp tourism & conVention 

-
GettinG	to	AnD	from	Antwerp

Antwerp
City Card

Live the Antwerp way of life

FREE ENTRY to all Antwerp museums and monumental churches, including the 
world-famous Cathedral of Our Lady. Permanent collections and temporary  
exhibitions are included in the offer. 

FREE GUIDE which describes all the venues and indicates them on a map.

A DISCOUNT OF AT LEAST 25% on tourist attractions, sightseeing and bike rentals.

EXCLUSIVE OFFERS on typical Antwerp and Belgian products, such as beer and chocolate.

Do more, pay less!
The Antwerp City Card is your key to discovering Antwerp and its treasures over a 48-hour period. The 
card not only offers a significant discount, but will let you experience the real Antwerp: a historic yet 
vibrant city at the crossroads of old and new, the home of Baroque painter Rubens, the Belgian fashion 
capital, with some amazing shopping streets, the diamond capital of the world, a port city which loves 
the good life. The Antwerp City Card has all that and much more.

The Antwerp City Card costs 31 euros. Go to www.antwerpen.be/visit for more information. 

Antwerp
City Card

Live the Antwerp way of life

ANT-01211_ACC-Kaart-recto-CMYK.indd   1
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The image magazine “antwerp, city 
of art” is a publication of the city 
of antwerp and antwerp Tourism 
& convention. This magazine was 

edited with great care. antwerp 
Tourism & convention cannot be 

held responsible for printing errors or 
changes. no part of this publication 

may be used by third parties without 
prior written consent of antwerp 

Tourism & convention.

Publisher: 
antwerp Tourism & convention - annik bogaert, grote markt 15 – be-2000 antwerp

Coordination: 
antwerp Tourism & convention, cindy bollen - Vera goossens

Copywriting:
jill mathieu

Graphic design & Concept:
10 advertising

Photos:
jan crab - Dave Van laere - sofie coreynen 
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sam Vanallemeersch 
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nick Van hee
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